
TOGETHER WE CAN END      
HOMELESSNESS FOR 
LOCAL PEOPLE



INTRODUCTION

Matthew Pettitt 
Former HARP service user

The number of people who find themselves homeless is on the rise 
– I was one of those people - so I know what it’s like to sleep 
rough. However, homelessness isn’t just about rough sleepers – it 
can happen to anyone – as a result of job loss, perhaps caused 
by redundancy or long-term illness; family breakdown, perhaps as 
a result of domestic violence; abuse in the home; mental health 
problems. And it doesn’t just affect single people – whole families, 
including children, are of course affected if the main breadwinner 
loses their job, becomes ill or dies – what kind of life is that for 
a child?

And it’s so much harder to turn your life around when you’re homeless 
– no-one will give you a job so it becomes almost impossible to help 
yourself, you can’t eat properly, you start begging, you might turn to 
drink or drugs to numb the pain – you lose control, you lose your 
self-respect, you lose contact with your family – and sometimes 
your will to live.

I nearly lost it all, but HARP helped me believe in 
myself and get it back. 

If it hadn’t been for HARP, I might not be here today. HARP 
provided a roof over my head, gave me food to eat and supported 
me through a structured programme that has led me back into 
employment. My health has improved greatly and I now have my 
confidence back. And best of all, my children are back in my life. All 
of this is thanks to HARP and their supporters. 

At the time, I was just grateful for all the ‘free’ help that HARP gave 
me – only later did I learn that all that help costs money – and that 
is where people like you can make a significant contribution to 
help end homelessness in our community.

Leaving a gift in your will directly helps more people like me. It 
will help HARP provide accommodation, emergency food and the 
other necessities of life, organise training and, crucially, provide 
professional support to help more local people overcome 
homelessness for good. 

Ultimately, you can help end the misery of homelessness for 
local people. What better legacy can there be?



Since 2010, homelessness in England and Wales has more than 
doubled, and every year we help over 1,000 people who are 
either homeless or at risk of homelessness in the local area.
Approximately 25% of the people we help are aged 25 and under, 
and 25% are female. Many of our service users have had to resort to 
sleeping rough on the streets for long periods.  

Whilst our goal is to end rough sleeping in Southend, many people 
have asked whether this is really possible - and our answer is: ‘Yes, 
but we can’t do it alone’. We need people like you to help us.

HOW LEGACY GIFTS 
CAN HELP
As a charity, we rely increasingly on voluntary donations, and ‘every 
little helps’ us to provide services and support to homeless people. 
People give in many ways but not everybody is able to donate during 
their lifetime.

A legacy gift is a donation that is pledged to charity in your will 
and the charity will receive this after your death. This means that 
charities may receive significantly larger sums that enable them to 
undertake larger projects. For HARP, that might mean  acquiring 
more accommodation so that we can help more local people off the 
streets, helping people to buy furniture for people moving into a place 
of their own after a period of homelessness, or running more support 
and training to help homeless people find work and turn their lives 
around.

A LEGACY GIFT OF:-
£500 could pay for  the utility bills for one of our rooms for a year

£5,000 could cover the full cost of a room for a year, including rent, 
rates and bills

£50,000 could pay for  two full-time support staff for a year, who 
could each work with up to 100 local homeless people to help them 
turn their lives around

£500,000 could pay for the purchase and refurbishment of a property 
with upwards of 8 good quality bedrooms for local homeless people

HARP IS SOUTHEND’S HOMELESS 
CHARITY. 
ESTABLISHED IN 2002 

WE PROVIDE:-

• Supported accommodation for homeless people
• A day centre where homeless people can get a hot meal, take a shower, wash 

their clothes and get fresh, clean clothes for free
• An emergency night shelter for up to 18 people with self-contained rooms
• An emergency women’s shelter with 20 en-suite rooms
• Meaningful activities to improve confidence and self-esteem
• Emotional and practical support to help homeless people improve their situation
• Signposting to services that will be able to help local homeless people with 

relevant support
• Support for people with addictions
• Support to move into employment when ready



HELPING YOUR CHOSEN 
CAUSE
Understandably, most people will want to consider their 
family and friends first when drawing up a will. However, the 
majority of people support one or more charities during their 
lifetime and legacy giving is a way of ensuring that the 
causes and organisations that you support during your 
lifetime can continue their work in the future  – thereby 
helping future generations.

You do not have to pledge large sums or your entire estate 
to charity - you can leave much smaller sums and still 
ensure that your family and friends remain the principal 
beneficiaries.

The government is currently encouraging more people to 
leave money to charity in their will by reducing inheritance 
tax for those who pledge 10% or more of their estate to 
charity. This is called the Legacy10 campaign and your 
solicitor will be able to tell you more about this. A gift to 
charity in your will could therefore save you inheritance 
tax.

Meanwhile, be assured that ‘every little helps’ and your 
gift will help us to continue our work helping local people 
overcome homelessness for good.

A LASTING LEGACY

“I decided to leave a gift to HARP 
in my will so that my legacy helps 
some of the most vulnerable people 
in my community. After looking after 
my family, I’m pleased to be able to 
leave something modest to such an 
impressive charity. 

I’m unafraid of what the future holds 
because I know my gift will help 
HARP take care of local homeless 
people when I’m no longer around”. 

Marian, HARP supporter



 

TYPES OF LEGACY GIFTS
THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT KINDS OF LEGACY GIFTS:-

PECUNIARY: A pecuniary gift is a specified amount of money. For 
example, a gift of £500, £5,000 or £50,000 might be written into 
your will. A pecuniary gift will not hold its value with inflation, so 
may end up being worth less than you originally intended.

RESIDUARY: A residuary gift is a share, or all, of the remaining 
estate once the payment of any debts, pecuniary gifts and 
funeral costs have been accounted for. A share may be detailed 
as a percentage or fraction – for example, 25% of the residue. A 
residuary gift will hold its value along with inflation over the years.

SPECIFIC: A specific gift refers to a named item – for example, 
a piece of jewellery, an item of furniture or a painting. It can also 
include stocks and shares.

REVERSIONARY: This is where there is a gift of assets (for 
example, your house) to be used by a named person during their 
lifetime, after which, some or all of the assets pass to charity.

If you have already written your will, but would like to leave 
something to HARP, you can make changes to your will by adding 
a codicil – you do not have to rewrite your will. Your solicitor can 
explain this to you further.



OUR PROMISE 
TO YOU
Many charities ask their supporters to inform 
them of their intention to leave a legacy gift. 
Here at HARP however, we believe in your 
right to privacy and will never ask you to 
share your intentions with us.

If you are undecided and would like to come 
and see the work that we do, we would be 
happy to show you around our Bradbury Day 
Centre and answer any questions that you 
have.

If you do decide to leave a gift in your will, 
we would like to thank you for the difference 
your gift will make to local homeless people. 
Those who leave a legacy gift to HARP 
will be remembered in a special book of 
remembrance. Please be assured that your 
generous gift will be spent helping homeless 
people, bringing about a brighter future.

SIMPLE STEPS TO MAKING 
OR AMENDING YOUR WILL
1.Naturally you may want to discuss your plans with family and 
friends and we would encourage you to do this.

2.Once you have decided to make or change your will, you should 
make an appointment with a solicitor who will be able to draw up 
your will so that it is legally correct.

3.Most solicitors will ask you to draw up a list of your assets and 
liabilities before meeting with them so that they can advise you 
about tax planning and other matters. So it is a good idea to do 
this.

4.Form of words that you might like to use:

RESIDUARY GIFT

I give free of inheritance tax, to HARP, registered charity number 
1098126 (England and Wales) of 4th Floor, Dencora Court, Tylers 
Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, SS1 2BB …. per cent (percentage in 
words and figures) of my residuary estate for the general purposes 
of the said charity.

The receipt of the Secretary or other officer for the time being of 
the said charity shall be sufficient discharge to my Executors.”

PECUNIARY GIFT

I give free of inheritance tax the sum of …. pounds (amount in 
words and figures) to HARP, registered charity number 1098126 
(England and Wales) of 4th Floor, Dencora Court, Tylers Avenue, 
Southend-on-Sea, SS1 2BB.

The receipt of the Secretary or other officer for the time being of 
the said charity shall be sufficient discharge to my Executors.”

LOCAL SOLICITORS
If you need to choose a solicitor, contact the Law Society on 
020 7320 5650 or go online at www.lawsociety.org.uk to use their 
free Find a Solicitor service. 



Registered charity number 1098126

CONTACTING US

If you have any further questions or would like to 
speak to someone here at HARP about leaving 
a gift in your will, please contact Dina or Steve 
and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Phone: 01702 615 000 
Email: supportercare@harpsouthend.org.uk

www.harpsouthend.org.uk 


